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A  Y'-fitM*  -V/  t:  "o  wr.8  ncme  .nl.rr  rotation  about  prisoners  end 
there  i>»  soneohing  I  would  lik  to  say  about  that. 

q  I  wps  about  to  Irirg  t'  ot  question  up  and  ask  if  you  didn’t 
have  something  jou  wftj»t>.d  to  u«vy» 

A  Sir.ca  tho  end  cf  the  var,  I  have  read  about  the  irhuranr 

petB  committed  by  J  >pKirse  p.rr  a~d  navy  peisonnol.  Throe 
were  cor  to  inly  rot  t.ue  Intention  cf  those  in  authority, 
that  ic,  of  the  Gr.rerrl  Ctaffe,  or  the  WP.r  or  Favy 
Depprtne-te ,  or  ciyiolf,  We  did.  not  eve’-  3U0pect  thPt  such 
t hinge  had  happened..  The  "vtotot  especially,  because  of  his 
benevolrc.ee,  would  have  had  a  contrary  feeling.  Such  acts 
are  not  permissible  in  Japan.  The  character  of 
the  Japanese  people  io  ouch  t’v’.t  they  believe  th^t  neither 
Eepven  nor  Earth  would  permit  ouch  things.  It  will  be  too 
bad  if  people  in  the  world  believe  that  th-se  inhumane  acts 
are  the  resalt  of  Jepanejr  c’mrrctor.  /The  preceding  portion 
of  the  answer  wpp  yxad  back  to  the  witness  who  agreed  as 
to  its  correctness^ 

The  second  point  with  regard  to  prisoners:  The  treatment 
of  urisoners  is  *tV  respo'Bibility  of  various  Rm^  commanders, 
hence  I  relied  upon.  then  to  h^ve  regard  for  humane  considera¬ 
tions  and  to  follow  the  t'  ms  of  international  treaties  p-r-.d 
rules.  Of  course,  since  1  ’-ran  the  snuervisor  of  military 
adnir.irt  ration,  I  ran  conr  letely  responsible. 

The  third  point  is  that  Japanese  !ra-'-ers  and  customs  are 
different  from  those  of  Furor r  and  America  and  the  standard 
of  living  is  also  different.  These  things  affected  the 
treatment  of  prisoners.  There  are  sore  things  I  want  to 
rxolair.  about  th.is. 


a)  In  recard  to  inhumane  ndts,  these  *rc  not  permitted 
under  Japanese  manners  or  customs  either. 
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V.  1-3  cont'd 


P)  In  regard  to  the  difference  ir.  the  a tandard  of  living, 
the  treaties  provide  th  t  pr:.',o”'rR  ar«  to  he  giver.  th*> 
sare  rations  as  th  tre  •  of  the  detaining  nation.  That 
van  also  directed  ir  order®  t' at  vrro  is"ued.  3ecaupe  of 
thr>  difference  Jn  1...-  standard  of  Jiving,  the  >.noricr.r  rrd 
Nuropeer  pr,r oners  tiv>ug'"t  vt*  o,r  they  vrrr  o"i v<*"'  u-i^p 


rations  as  Japanese  troop;*  that  the  rations  w>re  vary  vary 
unappetising.  PartUulr  :  ly,  o“*  th'  "battlefields,  this  f 'cl¬ 
ing  was  • rv  Stj.ong,  I  b<  love.  in  ro^erd  to  life  in  the 
V  rra*k&  i-’-oshr/ ,  tV  V,/ rac  •  » ,  for  a  nplo,  ft  Onori,  which 
are  f J  'Id  barrnoks  /yeeicM/ ,  they  would  not  hr,  thought  had 
"by  the  J apanr s °>  troops.  'ut  the  Puroprgn  and  American 


prison,  rs  thought  the  -  were  very  poor. 


c)  T  Jppnnrse  idea  about  being  taker  trironer  is  different 
fror.  that  in  Zurone  ar.d  America.  In  Jporr.,  it  is  regarded 

as  p  disgrace.  Under  Japanese  criminal  lay,  anyone  who 
becomes  a  prisoner  while  still  able  to  resist  has  committed 
a  criminal  offense ,  the  neMrun  pur.iohm-rt  for  which  is  the 
death  penalty.  In  Europe  and  America ,  it  is  different.  A 
person  who  is  taken  prisoner  is  honored  because  he  has 
discharged  Me  duties,  but  in  Japan,  it  is  very  different. 

d)  I  van t  to  say  something  now  about  the  feeling  with  r^ard 
to  olapuirg  on  the  side  of  fch*  face.  ln  Jaoaraoe  families 
where  the  educational  standard  is  low,  sleeping  is  used  as  a 
mee’-s  or  training.  Ir.  the  Japanese  army  and  navy,  although 
this  is  forbidden,  it  continues  in  fact  because  of  the 
influorce  of  the  castors  of  the  people.  This,  of  course,  is 

p  custom  that  ought  to  be  correct <d;  it  ought  to  be  stopped; 
but  I  don*t  think  it  ir.  r  cri^e.  It  is  so.n-thirg  thpt  cones 
from  custom.  Tha.t  is  ai.1  I  *»ent  to  srv  or  this. 


There  is  a  correction  I  would  like  to  make  regarding 
yesterday's  interrogation.  Yesterday,  I  was  asked  if  I 
had  rat  Lieutenant  General  HOMVA.  I  said  that  I  had  rot  met 
him,  but  thin  year  when  I  was  in  Orori  Prison,  I  met  him.  One 
other  point.  When  an  prny  commander  erme  back  to  Japan 
during  the  war,  he  would  make  a  situation  report  to  tue 
Emperor.  On  such  occasions,  he  would  b~  accompanied  by 
the  Chief  of  Staff  ard.  t'e  Var  Minister.  I  do  "ot  veil 
remember,  it  it  may  be  that  I  met  HOMKA  on  such  an  occasion 
since  he  va3  an  army  commander.  That  is  all  I  va-ted  to  say. 

*  •  w  *  * 
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